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PREMIER’S STATEMENT 
Consideration 

The SPEAKER: The question is — 

That the Premier’s Statement be noted. 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [3.44 pm]: I take great pleasure in making 
my contribution on the reflection on the Premier’s Statement. Unfortunately, I am not the lead speaker, so I will 
limit my time somewhat. It has been the most extraordinary of summers in which we have seen two Liberal 
governments across this country dismantled after one term. We saw the extraordinary events around Canberra as 
the Liberals there seek to tear down the Abbott prime ministership. We saw on display the most extraordinary act 
of cannibalism, which was not dissimilar to the way that the Minister for Transport, the former Minister for 
Finance, was treated in this state. I do not know what the minister did to offend someone inside the government 
ranks but, my gosh; if someone should offend, beware a media office scorned and be careful of the sort of 
information that can find its way into the public domain! If someone has friends like they do in the Liberal Party, 
they do not need enemies. 

Liberal members must have limped into Christmas scratching their heads, wondering how they would ever come 
back into this place pretending they were a reunited camp and pretending that they would somehow move 
forward fresh into 2015 with the Premier once again proclaiming that the bad times were behind them and trying 
to move forward. But there we meet the most obvious of icebergs—a wealth of dissent in the backbench 
responding to the shambolic and chaotic forced local government amalgamation policies, which have been 
botched from day one. If, as the Prime Minister declared Tuesday a week ago, good government starts here, 
I wonder when good government will start in this state. Over the last seven years, we have seen a government 
walk away from its solemn commitments and promises to the people of Western Australia and trash its finances 
in a way that, to coin a phrase oft-used by the Premier, no government in the history of the world has managed to 
do. Of course, we saw in the Government Mid-year Financial Projections Statement the government finally 
admit what we have known for some time; that is, it is sliding inexorably and predictably into deficit. Such has 
been the mismanagement of the boom times that we enjoyed in this state that the government is now in the 
extraordinary position of operating under a budget deficit. How can it be that we have enjoyed such a wealth of 
revenue, with record streams of revenue flowing to the government coffers, yet now the government has to 
borrow money simply to pay today’s bills and borrow money simply to meet the usual commitments of the 
budget? How could it have mismanaged our finances so badly that we go from net debt of $300 million in 
2008 to the billions upon billions of dollars’ worth of debt that this community is now saddled with? I think it is 
extraordinary that we should have a government that extols the virtues of something like The Giants, a great art 
event, but at the same time ignores the failures of a most extraordinary, chaotic and simply pathetic exercise of 
management of its own finances. I am sure the Premier would like to believe that the bad days are behind the 
government, but of course the bad days are not behind the Premier as he stands with ministers sniping and 
undermining him, and with backbenchers openly in revolt over his mismanagement of the forced local 
government amalgamation process. We now see the dismantling and slow death of a government that has simply 
lost its way. 
Earlier, the Minister for Health stood up and tried to polish as much as he could the opening of Fiona Stanley 
Hospital, that great Labor project, trying to divert the community’s attention from the failures right across his 
portfolio. He tried to talk about all those things in his portfolio that could somehow divert people’s attention. 
I feel that I should remind people for a moment just how dysfunctional the health portfolio has become in the 
context of the minister’s obsession with privatisation and absolving himself of his own guilt for his 
mismanagement. On the issue of privatisation, I again prod members’ memories about the commitment the 
Premier and the Minister for Health gave to this house last year and the year before. They promised to fix their 
privatisation mess at Midland Public Hospital. We have this ridiculous situation in which a private contractor is 
lecturing the government and telling the government what services it is prepared to provide under a public 
contract to provide public services; it is dictating to this minister what services will be provided in his own 
hospital! This is the most extraordinary reversal of privatisation I have ever witnessed. We have a private entity 
coming in, not only trying to cream profits out of a public sector function, but also saying, “By the way, in 
relation to this public sector function, we will tell you what we will provide under your contract; you will not tell 
us.” The minister neglected to tell the Premier about this. In his embarrassment, the Premier told the public and 
members in this place, “We’ll fix it!” He said that the government would make sure that the services that this 
private operator finds offensive will be undertaken on campus. Already, through this initiative, we have missed 
opportunities for good public health practice. We have missed the opportunity to provide people in the hospital 
with an opportunity to access services which they may or may not avail themselves of, but which they should be 
able to gain access to. Already the minister has failed in his duty to the public health of the people of this state. 
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What makes matters worse is that over the summer period, the minister has put up his hand and said that the 
government has failed again. The minister has failed even in this small modest step to fix the problem. We are 
now seeing these services provided off campus, down the road, around the corner, in the back street, where, 
unfortunately, they have historically been provided. This is a backward step for public health—a backward step 
for our health system. It is the biggest indicator yet of just how — 
Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 
Dr K.D. Hames: You’re full of shit! 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Excuse me, members! You have the floor, member for Kwinana. 
Mr R.H. COOK: The minister is so keen to interject, he says I am full of shit. 

Withdrawal of Remark 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms J.M. Freeman): There was some discussion across the floor, which I called to 
order, and gave the floor back to you. Perhaps you would like to withdraw that and get on with what you are 
talking about. It is unparliamentary. 
Dr K.D. Hames: If you withdraw, I’ll withdraw. 
Mr R.H. COOK: I withdraw. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: And I withdraw. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr R.H. COOK: The minister has failed the public health sector because of his own privatisation agenda. It will 
not stop here. We will see other services around the health system continue to be privatised. It is rumoured that 
services such as Hospital in the Home — 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members, can we stop the cross-floor debates that are going on. Member for 
Bassendean, you are on two. Deputy Premier, you are not on any, but I am happy to call you. Can we let the 
member for Kwinana continue his speech. 

Mr R.H. COOK: We will soon see the minister announce the privatisation of Hospital in the Home as he seeks 
to attack yet another sector of our public health system in order to hand those services to the private sector. As 
I said at the beginning of my contribution, in the eastern states two governments have been turfed out of office 
after their first terms. I want to remind members of a key issue that played a significant role in those election 
outcomes: those governments’ insistence on the privatisation of public services. Just as we see the Minister for 
Health privatising health, we see other ministers looking in their areas, including over the summer period the 
Minister for Water; and so, too, will we see the Western Australian community turn on this government as it has 
turned on them in so many other areas. 
I know the government is keen to talk about the successes at Fiona Stanley Hospital. I notice that the minister is 
keen to select a range of statistics to try to paint the picture that things are going swimmingly at Fiona Stanley 
Hospital, but we all understand this is not the case and that the problems the opposition pointed out would occur 
at Fiona Stanley Hospital in fact do exist. The ambulance ramping at the emergency department of that hospital 
is through the roof, and on one day we had 40 hours of ambulance ramping at the Fiona Stanley Hospital 
emergency department. Patients have been admitted from that emergency department into wards in which they 
do not belong. Other patients are angry at being made to wait lengthy periods in that emergency department, yet 
we see the minister selecting statistics that he finds convenient to try to gloss over the problems that exist, 
whether it is the closure of the ED at Fremantle Hospital or the deterioration of Royal Perth Hospital as this 
government fails to invest in basic maintenance and services, leading to a patient being told they had to bring 
their own desk fan into their ward because the air conditioning had broken down. 
Dr K.D. Hames: That’s not true. 
Mr R.H. COOK: It was verified by the minister’s department, so he should not go to such great lengths to deny 
it. 
Soon we will see this government start to attack other hospitals, as it admits it has not set funding aside to pay 
for Fiona Stanley Hospital. This will include cutting back services at other hospitals. We will soon see an 
announcement about Bentley Hospital, which will give people at that hospital grave cause for concern. 
I wish to speak today on some very important issues in my electorate of Kwinana. Kwinana has had a shocking 
summer with bushfires. I want to add my thanks for the extraordinary efforts of professional and volunteer 
firefighters in the Kwinana area—the professional firefighters of the Hope Valley and Dixon Road brigades and 
the volunteer brigades in Mandogalup, Kwinana town, Kwinana south and Baldivis, which went to extraordinary 
lengths in an effort to protect people, their homes and their property over the summer. I wish to list a range of the 
bushfires that have impacted on our community in the last few weeks. They include the bushfires at 
Sloans Reserve and Leda Nature Reserve, and at Baldivis over two weeks—in particular the bushfires in 
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southern Baldivis over the last week. We have had bushfires in the Spectacles and Wattleup and on the eastern 
side of Thomas Road in Casuarina. We have seen an extraordinary explosion of fires, occurring with 
extraordinary coincidence only on weekends. I cannot help but wonder, along with most of the members of my 
community, that these were deliberately lit. They put everyone at risk. We are all very proud and pleased at the 
efforts of our fire brigades, which made such an extraordinary effort to protect our homes and people’s lives. 

Today I particularly want to talk about the savage cuts to schools in my area of Kwinana. We have seen the most 
extraordinary cuts to schools that I would have thought would be top of the list of schools most in need. I want to 
talk about Medina Primary School in particular. Medina primary is a smallish school with 200 students. What 
makes this school so unique is not only the very high number of Aboriginal students, but also the efforts of the 
community to get behind the school to make it a success story. It is a great school with a terrific pedigree and it 
receives support from parents and people in the community and businesses in the community. It is a school 
which has lots of disadvantages and which we describe as “the little school that could”. It is unforgivable and 
unjustifiable that the Barnett government should target Medina Primary School with these cuts. It is breathtaking 
in the extreme that the Barnett government should target this school in this way on the basis of need. Between 
2013 and 2015, the funding for this school has decreased by $182 000. These cuts are coming straight off the top 
of the school’s budget. This represents cuts to worthy and important programs that mean that these students have 
the opportunity to get a good grounding in education and the chance to move forward in their lives. However, 
under the Barnett Liberal–National government, this school has been targeted with savage cuts. To add insult to 
injury, we are also seeing a further $29 000 cut from the school’s preliminary budget allocation, which was 
tabled in August 2014 and adjusted in January 2015. Another $29 000 is being ripped out of this school’s budget. 
Of its current budget of about $2.3 million, $2.1 million is taken up by teachers’ salaries. Therefore, the school 
has very little opportunity in its budget to undertake these other important programs and to make sure that it 
gives these kids the best possible chance in life. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr R.H. COOK: As a result of these cuts, this school has lost its IT teacher. That important role is undertaken 
to make sure that these kids have an information technology education and can access education opportunities in 
the future. The school has lost its regional network and identified Focus Schools project funding. It has also lost 
$20 000 in funding from the BP oil refinery. I now understand today that as a result of all these cuts, 
Medina Primary School will also lose its breakfast program. The breakfast club ensures that kids come to school 
and get the start for the day they need by getting a proper breakfast; they can then go into the classroom and 
undertake good learning for the day. The loss of the breakfast club at Medina Primary School is a body blow to 
a school that is already struggling to make ends meet because of this government’s cuts. The loss of other 
programs that make this school such a great school, including the school attendance program, will mean that 
parents will struggle to make sure that their kids get the best possible start in life. The teachers will struggle to 
make the kids focus and get the proper learning they need. The blame for all these cuts rests firmly and 
singularly at the feet of the Barnett government. These are cuts to a school that deserves the very best funding 
and is in need. This school should not be punished when it is already doing such a good job of giving these kids 
the best possible start in life. My commitment to the people of Medina Primary School is that I will continue to 
fight these cuts because they are wrong. I will continue to work with people in the community to make sure that 
the government knows just how angry we are. 
I also wish to talk about the forced council amalgamation process, which saw councils right across the 
metropolitan area stand up in revolt against the Barnett government’s shambolic and ham-fisted mismanagement 
of this process. The Premier stood earlier today and had the temerity to blame local governments for his own 
botched program and his own arrogant bullying and leadership style, which led to these local government 
communities standing up as one and rejecting for good what the government proposed. The Premier is quite 
correct; it is true that a lot of these councillors engaged in the amalgamation process. They had no choice. 
But once they saw the way the government was prepared to push them around and duckshove them into 
relationships with councillors with whom they did not agree, they pushed back, and they pushed back hard. 
I am very proud of the efforts of the people of Kwinana to vote against the government on this. To give members 
an idea of how strongly the people of Kwinana felt about this forced amalgamation process, about 3 000 people 
vote in a usual local government election. In the amalgamation referendum, more than 9 000 people—more than 
50 per cent of registered ratepayers and electors—stood up against the Barnett government’s proposals. Why did 
they do that? Firstly, they stood up for Kwinana. People in Kwinana do not like to be pushed around; they never 
have. So they stood up to the bullying, and they did so as one. Secondly, the government never made the 
argument that these amalgamations would be in the councils’ best interests. The government simply said, “This 
is what you will do and this is good for you.” We had this ridiculous process whereby councils were forced into 
marriages that were not of their choosing and, ultimately, it undermined their capacity to negotiate a decent 
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outcome for the ratepayers in their communities. It is not surprising that the people of Kwinana stood up to the 
government. 
I am reminded of the Premier’s comments in this place about the behaviour of people who vote against the 
government. I remember when the member for West Swan asked about what had happened to the government’s 
commitment about Ellenbrook senior high school and the promise the Premier made at the election to the people 
of West Swan. The Premier said glibly, “Well, they voted for the wrong person. They voted for a Labor member, 
rather than a Liberal member.” We saw from the Premier a vindictive attitude to the people of West Swan: if you 
do not vote for a Liberal member, we will not meet our election commitments. Today I call upon the Liberal 
government not to punish the people of Kwinana who voted against it and who stood up to the Premier’s 
bullying tactics. I call on the Premier to make sure that he continues to provide the people of Kwinana with the 
support that that local government needs to continue to make Kwinana great. I know this Premier; I have seen 
him in action in his response to the people of West Swan when they voted for a Labor member, rather than 
a Liberal member. He had this vindictive sort of approach of, “If you try to get me, I’m going get you.” I am 
telling him now: do not bully the people of Kwinana because they voted against the Liberal–National 
government, because they will not stand for it. 

This has been the most extraordinary summer. It has been a summer of watching the government attack one of 
its own ministers through the media, through a savage and undermining campaign, and expose that minister for 
some extraordinary conflict-of-interest issues. We also saw education cuts writ large across the sector. We saw 
the dismantling of the forced local government amalgamation chaos. Communities stood up against this 
government and its absolute wreckage of public policy. We also saw other issues around rising unemployment 
and cuts to the late-night train services. In addition, we saw the Government Mid-year Financial Projections 
Statement and once and for all the government admitted that it is running a budget deficit. These are damning 
admissions from this government. It is a summer of discontent. 
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